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3 John 
“Be Hospitable” 

 

Leadership Coaching The purpose of this content is to help you sharpen 

your skills as a Small Group Leader. Each week we will include concepts, challenges, and 
resources designed to assist you as you lead and shepherd your group and grow as a disciple 
yourself. 
Abiding grow as a disciple yourself 
• Pray for illumination and application. Read the entire epistle of 3 John slowly in multiple 

translations. Record your observations and questions. OPTIONAL: Read some commentaries 
about this passage. Note what you learned from the commentaries, what you already knew, 
and what may contradict your understanding of the passage. Pray for wisdom about these 
contradictions.  

• Reflect on the hook question and journal your response. 

• Each discussion point has questions and a reflection activity. Answer the questions and do 
the reflection activities. Journal your insights.  

• OPTIONAL: Reflect on and answer these additional questions. 

o What opportunities do you have to extend hospitality beyond hosting a LIFEgroup in your 
home or apartment? Will you act on one these opportunities? If yes, when? If not, why 
not? 

o Even though you are “just a facilitator” you are viewed as a leader. What leadership 
temptations do you face? Are you fighting against these temptations? If so, how? If not, 
why not?  

o If you give into the temptations you listed in the previous question, what impact does this 
have on your ability to lead as a Christian in your family, workplace, school, social circle, 
LIFEgroup or other ministries? How does it impact your efforts to be hospitable with those 
different groups of people? 

Leading learn to facilitate your group more effectively  
• Lead the group through the hook question. It is important for Christians to know what’s 

different about being hospitable in a biblical way. 

• Lead the group through the discussion. Use the insights you gained from your personal study 
as prompts throughout the discussion. The reflection activities are important, as they will be 
the source for the Share & Pray activity at the end. 

• Lead the group through the Share & Pray activity. Assign a pair or let them self-assign. Do 
what’s best for your group.  

Shepherding know the sheep, feed the sheep, lead the sheep, protect the sheep 

• Remind the group to memorize and meditate on this week’s memory passage. 

• Ask the group to pray for their “Share & Pray” partner throughout the week. Encourage them 
to pray with each other over the phone or in person at some point during the week. 

• Pray for the group to look to Jesus as the source for the desire and ability to be hospitable. 



 
 

For the Sermon Be Hospitable Aug 25 2019  Page 2 of 2 

 

Group 
Opening [10 min] 
• Prayer / Welcome / Announcements 

• Ask the assistant group leader to mark attendance for your group and review the small 
group guidelines. 

Ask a hook question Ask a thought-provoking question to get the group focused [5 min] 

What is the dictionary definition of hospitable? What needs to be added to this definition to make 
it biblical?   

Read the text This week’s passage is 3 John 1-15 [1 min] 

Book Profile [1 min]  

• Written to Gaius, a friend of the apostle John 

• Probably written approximately the same time as 1 John and 2 John 

• Written to commend Gaius and Demetrius to continue their hospitality toward Christian 
missionaries, and to rebuke Diotrephes, who forbade such hospitality 

• Shortest book in the Bible 

• A highly personal letter reflecting John’s appreciation for Gaius and Demetrius because of 
their hospitality to other Christians 

—Holman New Testament Commentary  

Discuss [28 min] 
• Read vv. 1-4. [7 min] 

o Why did John love Gaius and why did he pray for Gaius to be prosperous? [1 min] 
o What does it mean to walk in truth? [1 min] 
o REFLECT: In what ways do you walk in the truth? In what ways do you fail to walk in the 

truth? Pray about these two questions and write down your insights. [5 min]    

• Read vv. 5-8, 12. [7 min] 
o As a group, list everything that is commendable about Gaius and Demetrius. [2 min] 
o REFLECT: In what ways are you like these two? In what ways do you fail to measure up 

to these two? Pray about these two questions and write down your insights. [5 min]    

• Read vv. 9-10. [7 min] 
o As a group, list everything that is not commendable about Diotrephes. [2 min] 
o REFLECT: In what ways are you like Diotrephes towards your family, friends, co-workers, 

classmates and/or fellow Christians? Pray about this question and write down your 
insights. [5 min]    

• On being hospitable [7 min] 
o What is the connection between this week’s “being hospitable” and last week’s “love one 

another”?  [3 min] 
o Who or what enables us to be hospitable? [2 min]  What hinders us from being hospitable? 

[2 min]            

Share & Pray [10 min] 
Review what you wrote during the reflection activities. Choose a negative insight about yourself. 
Pair up with someone in your group. Each of you should share that insight. Pray out loud for each 
other, one at a time.  

Closing [5 min] 
• As you close, pray for everyone to be hospitable, demonstrating love for God and for one 

another by supporting both traveling missionaries and the brethren we encounter during the 
week and the weekly worship gathering.  
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